28                         THE GOSPEL OF BUDDHA

Bodhisattva was shrunken and attenuated, and his
body was like a withered branch ; but the fame of his
holiness spread In the surrounding countries, and peo-
ple came from great distances to see him and receive
his blessing.                                                             4

However, the Holy One was not satisfied. Seek-
ing true wisdom he did not find it, and he came to the
conclusion that mortification would not extinguish de-
sire nor afford enlightenment In ecstatic contempla-
tion.                                                                         5

Seated beneath a jambu-tree, he considered the
state of his mind and the fruits of his mortification.
<c My body has become weaker and weaker," he thought,
"and my fasts have not advanced me in my search for
salvation. This is not the right path. I should rather
try to strengthen my body by drink and food and thus
enable my mind to seek composure."                         6

He went to bathe in the river, but when he strove
to leave the water he could not rise on account of his
weakness. Then espying the branch of a tree and
taking hold of it, he raised himself and left the river. 7

While the Blessed One was walking to return to
his abode, he staggered and fell to the ground, and the
five bhikshus thought he was dead.                            8

There was a chief herdsman living near the grove
whose eldest daughter was called Nanda ; and Nanda
happened to pass by the spot where the Blessed One
had swooned, and bowing down before him she offered
him rice-milk and he accepted the gift.                      9

Having eaten, all his limbs were refreshed, his
mind became clear again, and he was strong to receive
the highest enlightenment.                                       w

After this occurrence, Bodhisattva partook again of
food. His disciples having witnessed the scene of